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RIr. Drhiln. IAi~dicsi~ntl C;entlen~en: 
,\n American-horn citizen who nnc2e occupicd a high ofi- 

cia1 position in the Government of Porto Rico. speaking 
recently of the  c n r ~ ~ e n terrors in Porto Rican ~nat te rs ,  
assigned a s  a reason for tllrw the idea of inany Ilersons 
hrre  who heliere tl~itt, a s  affects pnl)lic lifc. t l ~ c  "lslantl 
sprung froin tlie ocean just 011 tlle e r e  of the landing of 
Anlerican troops." If wc. consider in many reports and 
speeches the absence of any concrete reference to onr. insti- 
tutions, our laws. and our insular l i t e ra t~~re .  nre sllall he 
tempted to  think that  that  statement is entirely correct. 
Sometimes you find the  most erroneons affirmations cnn-
cerning Porto Rico, of n~hich the antlior does not care to  
g i re  the proof. I n  soine cases a serious considel.ation of the 
figures, or of tlic data JT'II~CII later appears in the same 
report, denionstratcs the contrary of what has heen given 
a s  a dogmatic couclusion. Rnt of the reililers. or I ~ c ~ ~ P I ~ s ,  
how lliilny tilkr tllc pains to a ~ ~ a l y z e  and rerify ereey point, 

to  reach hy tllcolsclres a safer co~iclnsion. nrl~eu previousl?- 

a t r n s t w o ~ ~ t l ~ y 
pelZson has already done for them that  labor? 



Snch a sitnation of tllings rereals the  need of the most nu- 
thentic infoismation possil~le, in order to form a more exact 
idea of the  prol)leiiis t h a t  we :ire com~)elled t o  solve. F o r  
tha t  reason I 1l:ire ac.crpttd wit11 great pleasure tlle kind 
invitation wit11 n~hich  I have been honored by the fac~ i l ty  
of t h e  School of Compa~*a t i r r  Jnrisprndence ancl Diplo-
macy to speak t o  yon about tlic political s ta tus  of Porto  
Rico. T t  was  n1y purpose to consider first tlie political 
~ t a t n sof t h e  island a s  n lrart of tlic Spanish Nation and 
then a s  a territory or an  "appurtenant territory" of the 
American Nation; to  stndy lionr my native co~lntry  mas 
politically established nllder a11 Enropean mona~~clip,  and 
Iiow it is temporarily o~~ganized by tlie glnriolls poling 

Repnhlic fonnded n1)on the  Declaration of Independence- 
upon the  (1~claralinn of Iinnian rights in protest against t h e  
misrnlc of anotllcia Rnrope:ln ~nonal*cliy. I?nt, in view of 
t h e  difficulty of treating in a single lcctnrc tlie whole snb- 
jcct, I will liniit, to-day, my cfl"n1.t~ to g i ~ c  yon an  idea of 
t h e  political s ta tus  of r o r t o  Rico print- t o  its annesnt io~l  to 
thc l'nitcd States.  

l i t~fore1)eginning tlie snhject proper, nllow Ine t o  present 

to  you soine histoi~ical (lati1 to  oricnt onrsc11-es and dispel 

the  error dr~nonncc~dhy thc g~nt lc ln :~nto  wllom I have 

nllndrd a t  tlle beginning. 


-1s is well l<nonrn, tlie (laring n a ~ ~ l g n t o r .  Christopher Clo- 
Innil~ns. iliscovered t h e  Tsland of Porto Rico on the 39th 
day of Soven~bcr ,  14!):3. in llis s ~ c o n d  trip, fire pears before 
IIP t1iscov~re(l tlie 1iiain1;~nd ant1 four years before John 
Calmt, a citizen of the  T'cnctian Repnblic, reached t h e  
noi3tllci~npart  of the continent. -kftcr another trip of Ponce 
de 1,eon to  tlle Island, J u a n  Ceron was ~pl,ointecl by t h e  
Admiral Dicgo de  Colon, (:ovchrno13 of tha t  hntil le,  and nrciit 
t o  esercise his fnnctions in 1509. Ceron was snhstitnted 
tlic nes t  year hy Ponre de T.con, i~ppointerl Governoi* by tlie 
King of Spain. 

Poncc dc  J>con, tllc inlprtnons and gallant soldier, proved 
a c1es1)ntic an(l a r h i t r n y  ~wler .  and the  J<ing. in ricw of the  
stnteinents of 1iis ~ C C I I S C I ' S .  after a solemn triztl, in which 
hot11 parties were heard, dismissed Iiim. notmith~tnntling 
the a c l ~ n o ~ ~ l c d g n ~ e n t  of the services t h a t  his intrepidity had 
rendered to tllc Crown of Spain and to t h e  cause of c i ~ i l i -  



zation and Christianity. I eniyloy these last words not 
without certain mental reserve, because I do not share the  
views, on sollie f~indamental points, of the statesmen of 
that  time, maintained nowadays by great numbers of the 
conclnerors aiicl colonixators in tlie lligllest civilizecl coun- 
tries. 

When Ponce de Leon, deprived of his position as  Gov-
ernor, prepared in the city of San German (in the  western 
part of the Island) liis expedition to discover l~lorida,  1001;- 
i n g  for the fountain of eternal youth (131'3). Porto Rico 
already had her Government installed, with special instruc- 
tions for the Christian edncation of the nativcs, and princi- 
pally of the cliildren; its hospitals: i t s  hisllopi~ic 
established, and i ts  commercial and politic:~l lib-
erties nnil privileges. granted by tlie Crown. equal 
to those of t l ~ c  Espafiola. I I I ~tl~ost. privi-
leges. one was to  send ((Procnr,adorzes" (~.epr~sentatives) 
to the conrt of Spain. I will cite a curious instance. One 
of these "procumdores," Pedro Morcno. in Soven~ber,  1511, 
obtained from the Sovereigns Don Fc.riiando and Dona Isa- 
bel the distinction for Porto Rico of :L coat-of-arms. whose 
leading features were the  Iamb of St. Jolin upon a red 
hook, on a roclc in tlie sea. .lccording to this royal conces- 
sion our shield was Inore or less faitllfnllp rsecnted. ;2llow 
me to recall i t  now tha t  we are handling a nem- coat-of-arms 
"at once heraldically correct anil artistically good"-to 
clnotr n Ken- Yorlc review-from n-liich these old iintl anti- 
quated features liave been banished. Thr  new (,out-of-arms 
has a great flavor of novelty. con~niprcial good taste xnd up-
to-date accuracy of drawing that  surpasses the brilliancy 
of a new bill just issued from the Bnrran of Engraving and 
Printing." 

*Another leading fenture of our old sen1 n-as the letters "P. I." 
(Fidelis Insnla-I'aithfnl Island), inscribed on tlre old shield, which 

, 
were also eliminated from the new one. The impartial student of 
our lli~tory will undoubtedly recognize that, as framers of heraldic 
attrbutes, the rulers of S11nin s t  the heqinnlng of the sixtee~itlth cen- 
tury n-ere more successfiil than o w  cont~mporaries. .\ careful con- 
sideration of the main features of onr hi-tory, cren a s  briefly de- 
scribed a s  in this nrtlcle, n7ill prore it. In connection n-ith thiq ob- 
servation, I mill q~iote  the follonrinq ~vords  of 3Ir. Henry 11. Car- . 
roll: "The unsn-emine loyalty o f  Porto Rico to thc  Crown of Sp:iin, 
a< demonstrated by the t r u t l ~  of hiqtn1.y. ic: no snlnll claim to the 
,confidence 2nd trust of the I7nlteil States." (Eclwrt on thc Iqlsnd of 



1 
In  1537. in riew of the  fact tha t  the system of appoint- 

ing Governors, either by the  Crown or by the Admiral, did 
not give good resnlts. an  elective system was inaugurated 
in t he  Island. 

The e1cc.to1.s \rere :-tpl,ointed for life. very few in num-
bers, and the officials chosen were rested with municipal 
or city fnnctio~is, wit11 the g(.cneral political antliorityv and 
with the administration of justice. This confusion of pow-
ers, the  short period for which t he  Governors ve re  elected 
--;I year withont re-c.lection-and the limited nnmber of 
electors, contributed t o  the failure of this system. It was 
abandoned sewn ?.ears afterwards. 

A t  all cvrnts, the organization of a political society, if 
not f rrc  fro111 the limitations of the  epoch, was fully devel- 
oped when Samnrl Cl~amplain, t he  father of Xew France, 
visited Porto Rico and, with t he  aspiration of founding a 
state, raised the white flag orer Qllcbec in the  beginning of 
the  nes t  cent1n.y (1R04)." 

It will lilcl< son-~c~tl~ing in these historical indications if an  

honiagc. of atlmiration nynsnot paid t o  the  venerable Pil-

grim who cast anchor a t  Plyrnontl~ in 16"0 and. in the na111e 

of (:otl an(1 as  "loy:~I s n h j e ~ t s  of oilr dread sorereign IGng 

James." nndertool; the glorious enterprise of establishing a 

political sopiety on the  "equal rights" tha t  have constituted 

until now tlw hnsic p14nciple of the .\mericnn common-

wealth. 


Porto Rlco. IVashi~~,rrton, A1tlio11,rrh not free D. C.,  1P99, pare 57.)
from great erlwrs, tllc report of 3Ir. Carroll honors it^ author for 
the honesty with 11-hich lie performed his work and the accuracy 
of hiz: obserrationq on the points on which he could exercise his owl1 
jnclpnient. witllout beinr misled by clrc~~mstancesthat only a per-
son thoroughly ronrerwnt \r- l th the history and conditions of the 
Island conltl aroiil. 111 the x-ery words quoted, althoueh I fully
epee n-lth thc ol~qervation. I fllonl(1 ohject to itq T\-ordinq so far ar 
tlie loyalty 14 attributed to tlle "Cmwn of Spain,'' because t l~e 
monarchical ~entiment was nvver verv ~ t r o n gin I'orto Rico. Tl~e
people n-ere loyal not to the "Crown." but to a sorereignty that 
they shared during alnlost a11 of their 1li.tory. If a sentiment of 
hostility waS ni~intained against the central power for the injustice 
conmitted in 1SX. i t  naq checlred by a sentiment of gratitude and 
~ympathy ton-art1 the revol~~tioni~t~ of 1869, a11d toward the Repuh-
Iicanq of 1 S i R .  who pare sntisfa~tion to the principal aspirations of 
the people of tlie Island. 

* "History o f  the 1-nit4 State< of -hiierlca," Rancroft, Vol. I. 
page 1s. 
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I 
Rut. notn~itIist:~ndi~ig the. f i~c tof being the "oldest hlucr- 

ieans," a s  we \rere called by an .\merici~n or:^ tor, we appear 
a s  the youngest to  mnny ~ ~ I * S O I I S  Ricon7110 read of I'orto 
for the first time \~11en they I I ~ : I I ~of the article of the 
Treaty of Paris, by virtue of \\-llic.11 the ncigllhoring island 
was annesed, togethw with cert;~in snwgt' or scnli-sa\~:igc 
islai~(ls of the  distant .\sintic SP~IS." 

The langnagcl of the treaty cstahlisliing distinctions be- 
tn7c.c.n "Spaniards horn in the Peninsnlil" and "n:~tivrs of 
the territories," amalicncd in sonle of these p ( l ~ ~ o ~ i s  the i(lc;x 
that Port0 Rico, a s  tllc .2siatic Isl:~nrls, was pcnl)letl by 
"natires," wllo, being of tlie "IVest Indies," must necessa-
r i l ~hc some race of semi-sar-age "Tntlians." Tl~ey  \ ~ c r c  not 
in possessio~l of tlie fact that  in the \\rholc Tsland of Porto 
Rico tliere remained, according to tlic Porto Ric:in official 
I ~ N U ' ( Sof Ihc el)oc.l~, only sixty n ; ~ t i ~ r  Indians in 151-33. 

I t  was tllcrcfore in tha t  cpocll more dificnlt to  find an  
"Inclian" in Porto Rico tllnn it is lo-day to chance upon one 
on the a s ~ ~ l ~ a l t c d  streets of I ios t~n ,  Pl~il:~dcll)hin 01' l\'nsli-
ington. 

Rnt, a s  I will not ~ p ~ i \ l <  to you abont our cstinct Indii~n 
abo~iginees of r o r t o  Rico, allonr inc to quote concernilig 
fhcm :I statc~nclnt of :L 11istori;tn: '"l'11~y \rere," s:tys Fl.ily 
Inigo -\bail, "r(11-y tlcxtc3rons ill t l ~ c  1111'o~~iiig of tlw a ~ * r o ~ v ,  
blit they nercr used poison on Illem, iIs did the Carib-
bean~,"+ (their ailrersarics in tlie neigl~horing islands). 

This 111oral f e a t ~ ~ r e  of 0111' insnlar c.l~nrncter h:ls 1)ecn in- 
herited hy tlie people of Poldto Rivo to  snc.11 :in c.stenf that  it 
has rc~ii~:~incd t14ait, crclii centuries a s  tllcir 111ost p ~ ~ o ~ n i n c n t  

after the of thc nrlSo\vs. T f  yon
d isa~y~camncc  fo~.gcat it 

yon cannot possibly und(1rsl;1nrl o11r 11isto1.y. nor he nblc l o  

realize the political pccnliarity .vvliic.l~ distingnishes tlie 

I'orto Rican people, to wit, n sc~~c~nily,lore o f  l)caccb, mil~icll 
:I 

is the distinctire f ~ a t n r e  of 1 1 1 ~Porto Rican collcctire ps7- 

* "Spnln cetlrs to tlic 1-liitetl Rt:~tc.: of . \ m e r i ~ a  the Tsland of 

I'orto Rico a11d other islands now under Spnniqh sovereicnty in the  

1TVcst Indies. and  t h e  Iqlnn(1 of (:un~n, i l l  tlie \tnri:inns, or  T,n-

d ronc~ . "  .\rticlr I1  of t l ~ c'I'rcnty of I'c:lcc I~ct\r-ecn thc  Unitcld 

State- of A \ ~ u ~ r i c : ~  
: ~ n d  tlie l<iucrlom of Spain. 

t ITistorin t l ~I'ncrto Ric~o. 1bo1' Frng Iniqo .\l)atl: 1;diciou nnotn<la 

por -2cortn. I?. 4:. I'uerto Rico. 1RfX.  
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cholngy. If > o n  folsgct it, yoti will n~ii~void;~l)lyfill1 into 
t h e  sallle (31-ror as tile ofiicinl liistorian, according to wlloni 
tile history of I'orto Rice " p r c ~ s a ~ t sbn t  few poilits of inter- 
est ns  comparcil \\rill1 Cuba or the  other colonies of Spaill in 
this hemis~lierr." (\\'ar Department 12thpor.t of the  Ilirector 
of t h e  (:ensns of I'orto liieo, 1S!)!3, page 13.) 

Fro111 a strictly 111ilitn1.y sti tnd~)oint this stateniellt is 
probably correct. 

\\'it11 tlic rsccq)tic)n of the  :~lt:~cl; on Sari Juan ,  in the . 
ear  1623, by :I I)uicl~ fleet, wliicli, after n siege of twenty- 

eight days. \\;IS forced t o  witlidrnw with considerable loss, 
ant1 illso an  i l l  tc*nij,t by t l ~ c ~  Fre~icl i  in the  following Tmr. 
wl~icli wits also rtq)~~lseil ;  directed;111cl st i l l  another ~ t t i ~ c k  
by Tfircl R:111)11 .\l)erc~.o~iibic, in 1797, e(lt~itll?; u~~succcssful-
there  11:1vc bee11 110 ~nilitiwy e\reiits in  the  liislory of t h e  
Islnncl. 111 tllc uini 1t.r of sanguin:tryv glories the I'orto IZicali 
people have only t~nongll l o  proye tlint they possess thc. 
~nai i ly  qn:~lilirs Iieccssary t o  defend their conntry n g a i n s ~  
foreign invi~sious, and tha t  tliese qualities :ire not inconl-
pntible wit11 t l ~ c ~  love of peace. 


l'licrcforc., i f  11islo1.y is 10 be  ;~ltl)recintecl :IS :I clinil~ of nlil- 

itiiry ; ~ c * l ~ i c ~ v e ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ l s ,  1telior.t is right. 
the  1\';1r IJ('l)iI~tlIie~lt 

ari(1 tl~c* 1lislo1.y of l'ortu IZico "presents bu t  few ~ ) o i i ~ t s  
of in- 
tcl-est," cspc.c.ii~lly if conlp;l~.ed with t h : ~  t of Cnba. Ollc filct 
is s~itlicit.nt to j)ro\-c. t l ~ i h .  Tlic people of Cuba i l l : t i l~taincd u 
mar for ten YViII'S (fl.0111 lMiS lo lSrS), ill wliicli lnally i ~ ~ d i v i d -  
ual f'thi~ts n.c.i'tA ~ l c ~ ~ ~ f o r ~ i ~ c . i l .snflerings el~tlt~reci, g r c ~ i ~ t  Illon-
s :~ndsof ~ ) r e c i o i ~ s  n ~ l ~ o t ~ l i t:111(1 \vni*tliy lives lost, :in i ~ l i l i l ~ l ~ s e  

of pro11t~rly tlcAslroycltl. ;11it1 ;lt)olit #:~OO,OUO,OOO wilsled. to oh- 

tniri t l i ro~ lg l~  tllc "1rt~nt.v" or "c.;ll)itulatiou" of %t~lijon tlie 

salncL "gri.:lte~." "civil, l~olit ici~l,irnd admi11istl+ati\re privi- 

legchs" to the  ~)eol)lcl. that l'ovlo liico hncl fornlcrly obt;~ined 

u-it.11oi11 s l ~ v i l d i n ~  blood."
a 111*ol, of 11n111iln 

I ;II~c.onsitlc~ring t11c l ~ i s t o r ~ .  Rico ill a broilderof T'orto 

sense, and ill ortlrls 10 c l ~ i ~ ~ . : ~ d t ~ r i z e 
it.  1 will translate f r o ~ n  

s Cuban \~r i t tk~-  
tlrc following pnragvaph: 

* Ttiv quoted vortlc. arc fro111the Rc~ctrtof the Census of C a l ~ ~ ,  
1899, chnl)tthr th.clic:~tctl to "I1i.tnl.y." 11. Xi'. 1'1111li~hcdby the p:lrnp
df.[~nrtl~r~rit n-rittcu 1)y the snmc l~iftnrian. nntl prcrb:~t)I.v 

* 
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"It is 11ndeninl)le tha t  the history of I'nerto Hico," sayy 
L)on .Jnan ( i ~ ~ : i l b ~ t . t o  "iloes not oft'clr ally attraction (;otnez.' 
for those s ~ l ~ t M i ~ i i ~ l  s])irits tha t  a r e  irnprc.ssed only by t h L ,  
spcct:~c.lcaof i111i111:1tt>ilpictnrcs of gaudy color i111d of tunlnl-
t n o r ~ ssc.cJnc>s. \\-it11 Ilirl t>scc~)tion of tllc i~git:ttucl el~ocll of 
thv c~oriclt~t'st. :ind I l ~ e  pc11.iods of Englisll and Dutch invn- 
sions. vrl-y selcloril has blood sprnng under t h e  sl1nr1~ edge 
of th r  sword and amid the  roaring of the  gun. Ijut  the life 
of' iI pc~oplr is 1101 ~indorlal;il~gs. On tlie contined to ~ i ~ r l i l < e  
contrary, it cart bc s:liil t11:lt t h e  new d i~~ec t ion  tltat t h e  an- 
thl-01)ological :111(1 social sciences llt~\-e indicated to 11is-
tor.ic.nl slridic~s. ~ ~ l e g : ~ t e s  i1i.c-estig;ttiolrsto  a srcond 111acc. t l ~ e  
npon martial :~chierernc~its t h a t  verse in tlie past  the only 
ittccntive of tlic ~larrntions calculated to recall tllc memory . 
of a people. Hence. notwithstanding t h e  relative lncl; of 
noisy episodes in the history of 111e anlique Borinquen ( the 
Indian r ~ a n l ( ~  for  Porto Riro). nndonbtedly i t  nloulii be inter. 
esting to all  t l ~ o s r  wlto 1001; a t  things with a lligll criterion. 
with greatness of soul. and pl~ilosopl~ic spirit. To conte111- 
plate how a society trarlsfornls ilschlf :~lmost  entirdely by its 
own effort, and atlopting the evolntionayv rnetl~ods. affirms 
every day wit11 gr(1atc.r vigor i ts  1.ig1it to lift>, honor, and 
liberty. n ~ n s t  always I)e n 1)r.nfitak)lc~ sillily i~il(l :I tollc?l~iitg 

I" spectacle for all tllosc who think. observe, and a p p e ~ l  t o  
the in telligence and jndgmenl, to dcrnonsl1~ate the reality 
of progress and t h e  possihilitv of jnst hyre r i~ ld ic i~ t io~ ls  
the virtnc and l l ~ c  intrainsic kint1nc.s~ of the ideas." 

-2s I will not dwell on Ilisto~.icnl clisqnisitions, in order 
t o  give yo11 a n  iden of our political statlis a t  the  beginning 
of onr l ~ i s t o r ~ ,  (1110te the  words employed 1))- DonI will ( ~ 1 1 1 ~  

.lose Jnli:~n .\c.ost:~ to tlesc.ril)ch our l e~ i s la t ion  a t  Ill(. ti111c. 
He affirms tha t  will1 tl1c1 chxc.cption of t11e.law on t h e  arlrnis- 
sion of foreignc.rs. "tlre Spain of Ille sixteenth ccnttrry 
transplanted 11cr.s~lf t o  this side of tlw .\tlantir."t And to  
d e t ~ r m i n c  tllc ~ t i l l ~ t ~  of ill(> Forto Iticnns iz tliosc. cn l .1~  
(lays of our politicit1 sovkty. I will cilc niily/tlie Rognl De- .-
r rc t  r1,1tcd Sol-. '34. 1688. hy wl>ic'l~ tlic P o r t ~  Ricans. lil;, 
otllcr civilizccl Spanis11 .?'mc~ricnns, sl~onlcl "enjoy the S:IIIIC 
horrors and plw-ogalircs a s  the  uativc-l)orn in C'nstile, i ~ s  1 1 i i ~  

been 1)ractic.ccl willlont clisc~~ssion,11aring obtained all  
Binds of positions and (1ignitic.s." to  q~iotck literally tll:lt 
13%. 

*"T,a Is1n i l ~F'uerro Rico. 11osclncjo Iliqtorico." per  Don J u a n  
Onnlbcrto (:omrz .v 1,011 .\. S(,ntlrn.: Rurir1.-.\lnd~.ict. 1S91. p 2 

tSotns n In "Historin cle r u n t o  Rico." 11cFr. Inico .\l~n,l. 

http:foreignc.rs


When. in the (lawn of tlie nineteenth century, the ntw 
ideas of liberty and justice-\vliic11 pi-odnccd the  Declara- 
tion of Independence. the Cosistitntion of the United States, 
and the 'bDeclarntion des i11'oits (le l'llomlne" of t h t ~  
French Revolution -reacl~ed Spain in lNP ,  n7e find 
Porto Rico sharing the gln~.ions llli~niiri Ii~bor. The 
S11pre111e Centl'nl Rnasd (La Siiprenia .Tnnta Centra11, 
go~crl i ing Spain. convened the Constitnclnt Conyention. 
known a s  t 1 1 ~"Cartes de Cadiz." The representa- 
tion of Porto Rico was also convened because. according to 
t he  language of the decretl, the Island was not properly a 
'(colon" 01' 3 "f:1cto1~y." "as tliose of o t l l e ~  ~i:~tio~is."but an 
"essential and integral part of the Spanish I\lonarchy." The 
Island e1ectc.d to represent her in tha t  famous "Cortes," 
one of her sons, Ramon Power, who prored to be one of the 
most prominent membe~.s of tliat ill~istrious body, being 
chosen its ice-president. Of the work done by the "Cortes 
of C'adiz," I will only say that  i t  abolished the Inqnisition; 
the prerngatires of tlie aristocracy-knon-n in the Spanish 
laws a s  ('Senorios ?- JIayo~=azgos"-and guaranteed indi-
vidual ~igl l ts .  

I cannot resist the temptation to translate tlie first arti- 
clcs of that Constitlltion fran~eil under the sliic~lds of tlie sol- 
(tiers of Sapolcon in the besicgeii city. Ry the  first articl(l 
the Spanish Sation is defined a s  "the reunion of the Span- 
iarcls of 710th l!cl~lispliel.cs." -1rticle 11 declares that '(t11c. 
Spanish Xation is free and independent, and is not, and 
cannot be, tlie pat.simony of any family or person." .\rticlc~ 
I11 sbates that "the sovereignty resides essentially in tht. 
nation, and, therefore, to this (the nation) belongs excln- 
sirely the right to  establish her fnnili~me~ital h r t i -1an.s." 
cle I T  stipnlates that "the nation is obliged t o  1;ecp and 
protect. by prudent. just laws. civil liberty, property, and 
all other legal rights of tlie indiriduals wlio conipostx it." 

Since then Porto Rico partook of tlie fate of tlic othel- 
Spanish prorinces as  to itq funclaniental political s t i~tns.  

The constitntional and libcral perio(1s in Spain a t  that  
time wese short. In 1814 the Constitution was aholisl~ed by 
Ferdinand Y T T .  In  1820 he accepted i t  ant\\. I'lle Cortes 
was conrened: Porto Rive was rqnac.sc~nted in it. and i n  
1823 the 1.eaction ~.c*igned again. 

http:l!cl~lispliel.cs."


The "Esbatnto Real" of 1134. whicli was a Iiind of (.on- 
etit l~tional cllarter granted by tlle Queen Regent, mas also 
extended to  Porto Rico. I h t  in the  Cortey of 1837 a hill 
was introdnced providing that Cuba and Port0 Rice were 
to be governed by exclusire legislation and depriring t11rn1 
sf r3epresentation in the Sational Congress. I n  a membership 
of 155 rep~~csentatives, flnthovized the n majority of 23 ~ o t e s  
enactnlent of the bill. That was the greatest error of S p i n  
in her policy toward the ,\ntilles. Tllc '35 majority rotes lc- 
galizing t11e injustice practically nndrrmn'ined the integrity of 
the Spanish Sation, and primarily caused the bloody contests 
in Clnbii that  recently ended n-ibh the Treaty of Paris. In the 
discussion of the bill i ts far-reaching effects were clenrlg 
foreseen by some of the representatires who opposd  the 
~neasnrc~.One of them, Sefior Suficlz. cspevially insisted on 
the rational influence of the "seilnctire" esam1>1e for the in- 
habitants of the ,\ntilles, of S e w  Orleans and Sen. 'JTork, 
wieh which they were in close contact. Then Porto Rico, like 
Cuba, awaiting this "esclilsire legis1 ti 11 remiineil under 
the "TJaws of Indies and the Royal h&&d Decrees" en-
acted for them. The municipalities lost 111cir old prerogatives 
and became bodies merely ~ e s t e d  with faculties to propose to 
t he  "snperioaity" ilie mensnres tha t  the Governor a p p ~ o r e d  
or not, according to his own jndgment. Sercrtheless, it is 
not exact that  the G~I-ernors conld not b r  held responsihlc 
for their acts. I)ecaiise they hacl to account for the nlanner 
in which tlley l~sed  their 1)owers in the kind of trial calleil 
"Jnicio de Residencia," to which they were subject. 

This period, from 1837 to  IPGP, is, perhaps, in the history 
of Porto Rico t h e  one which prows better the high politi- 
cal sense of the people. Tlle Porto Rican lenders clearly 
understood tha t  independence was not sgnony~nons with 
liberty. and practically demonstrated their faith in the 
power of tlie ideas. They c o n c ~ n t ~ ~ ~ t e d  tlie pnblic attention 
on the great social ql~cstion that  they thought was the first 
to he  settled-the abolition of slaver,^. They were so ener- 
getic in the diffusion of the t r i i l l~.  SOII~Py e a ~ s  afterwarcl 
happily formnlated by OIII* great Lincoln, t ha t  "a pwplc. 
cannot he half fret) mid 11;ilf slave." that in erery home they 
created a strong sentiinelit for the i~iiiiiediate abolition of 
slarery. Secret sorieties were formed to free the slaves. 



I 

vllez.The first of these was ol~gnnizecl in tlie city of ;\[:\yam" 
The members paid their cont~.ibntions secretly. and Dr. Be- 
tances, its founcler, bought with tliese contributions, chi[- 
dren just horn in slavery and freed tliem. The work for 
eulancipixtion wixs gcnclrnl t l ~ r o n g l i o ~ ~ t  the Tslilnd. I n  Spain 
one of the  Porto Ricans, Jlllio T'izca~ronilo, founded a soci- 
ety for +lie abolition of slavery ((~oeiedlad .\holitioi~ista). )wliich lleld pliblic mretings and profnsely circulated litera- 
ture on the  subjcct. Tl~lis when the abolition of slavery 
was ofticiall- acconxplisl~eii throngh tlie efforts of the  people 
i t  was in fact aholisliecl to snch an extent that  only about 
31.000 slaves remained, out of a total colored population 
of 2.ii.709. 

This does not mean tha t  in Porto Rico tlic need of other 
political reforms was not greatly felt <and tha t  they mere 
not earnestly songlit. Tlie prophecy of the  representative 
in the Cortes cf 1837, to  \vhich I hare  alluded, began to  
1i:tnnt the Spanis11 antliorities. In  a reserved communi-
cation of the Governor of the Island to  tlie Secrebary of 
\T7iil' and TJltranlar:" dated January 14, 1562, referring to 
t n o  of tlie lending men of tlie preceding generation-Bnldo- 
ric~to Clastro and A\costa-lic accused tliem of theii. "Yankee 
i d e i ~ ~ , "  tericlcncies tlirongli which tlie of their "democratic 
~ o n t h ,  fascinated by the new ,lnle~.'ican sclrool. born nnrl 
nonrished in the Unitcd States, are  irresistibly cirawn." 

In 186.5 the Sec.retalay of Tiltralnnr (of Colonies), then 3lr. 
Cnnoaas del Castillo. acialowlcdging that the co~nlilercial, 
litrl~nry, and social development of the A\nlilles, rcqnircd an- 
other law than those of ilie Philippines or Fernando 1'0, con-
vened a meeting of representatives of Porto Rico and Cnbn 
to prepme tlie "exclnsive legislation" to wl~ich the Consti- 
tution referred. Threc. ont of t he  four commissioners sent 

the Island, echoing the sentiments of the people. asked 
tlip immediate abolition of slavery, "with indemnification 
to the owners of the  slaves." or "without it." Tn the discus- 
sions of that  Board of Information those represrntatires of 
Cuba who were in sympathy with abolition, congratulated 
the commissioners from Porto Rico on account of the condi- 
tion of the people of the Island which allowed them to  take 
that position. If yo11 take into consideration the circum- 
stances surrounding these three men: i f  yo11 remember that  



jn t h e  T'nited States t h c  great  T.inco111, three y n r 5 s  before 
(1Sfi3), recommended "a gmdnal abolition, with indemnifi- 
cation t o  t h e  owners." yon will dilly appreci~ate t h e  civic 
spirit and moral ronmge of these three Porto Ricnns. Gas-
telar, the  grcat Spanish orator and statesman, said, in his 
cliscoii~~sc in the  Congress on J n n c  20. 1870: "The(le l i~~ercd 
Cominissione~~sfrom Porto  Rico nladtl :I report tha t  shall h e  
their honor, their  glory; a report tha t  in tlrc fn tn rc  will be 
placed heside tlic Dcclamtion of tlic Riglit< of 3lan on t h e  
4th of .\ngiist, IS?!)." -2nd 2g:lin: "a\llow me.. gc~iillcmcn. t o  
consecrate t o  those i l l~istrious men a c11logy in which evcry 
memhcr of t h ~  Since the  ~~c~~in i ic ia t ion  asseiiil>ly will unite. 
hy the fendal lords of their pririlcgcls in the  French Constit- 
u4nt Conrention sncli a, s~ihlirne ahnegi~tion has not  been 
seen. The colonial lordship ilocs not nffcr in :iny par t  of 
the  \\-o~ald sncli a n  example." 

The enil of th is  period nT:ls nial~ked hy t l i r  deport at'loll 
from Por to  Rico of citizens of tlie Tslancl sent to 1Rlnt11*id "to 
receive o i ~ l ~ ~ ~ s  from tlie C*ovei*nnient." Tlrc Corc~r.nors mpre 
not  llindercd in taking this c1csl)otic measnrc~. 1)c~cansc a t  
t h a t  t ime the central Cro\-ernliie~it of Madriil 1~1nishrd to 
Pnrto  Rico the citizens of the capital wlto were not "persn~la 
g l ~ t i ~ "in t l ~ c  c.oi11.1o f  Spain. Ti1 t1i:rt \ Y : I ~  tlrt>y s~i11, for i l l -

stancc, t o  r o r t o  Ilico :I f:lnions poet who ~ v r o t c  a sonnet 
against tlie Queen of Spain. 

The revolntion in Spain i l l  1 N i S  cnd(~(1t lmt  pc>l.ii)d. T l i ~  
Rerolutio~iary Board of Jfaclricl enactc.d a :I(.-cli~clni~;~tion 

corrling to  whicll all Ihe cIiild~-rlr horn of a s l a w  woman 

afrc.~. Scpteinher I!). of that  ye la^'. \\-ere f l ~ .  ,\ drlcrec of Dc-

c t~u i l l~c~~ to t11e Sntioibal C'on-
11. of tllc s;1111e ycai*, (~n~iveiicd 

gress the Repreqi~ntatives of Po12to Rico ant1 n ncw politic.:rl 

life was opened for tllc Island. Two po1itic;ll ~);Irties wrr(3 

organizerl. Tlie T,iberal-Refornrist, n d ~ o c : ~ l i ~ ~ g  
reforms of a 
democr*atic natnre. aslie(1 for the  extension of the same 
democratic laws passed fo12 t h e  Spanish Peninsnl;~. amon: 
then1 the trial  h - jury. The Consrrmtive, mainly c*omposccl 
of Gl)aliiarrfs. advocated tl~rh "statns q11o." 

Since then both parties ~ R J - Cdivideil pn\)lic {q)inion in 
Porto Rico lintil t h e  recent -\rnrrican occnpation. Tlley 
colild change t h e  naiiie and ~rxotlify the  principles. b u t  t h e  
fundanlcntal cliaracteristic position ef 1)otli reiiiained the  



same. 111 the revo1ntion:xry period of 1868 tlie Tiibel-a1 party 
obtained sweeping rictories. Secetion 1 of the Constitution 
of 1869. wliich ganranteerl civil liberties, was promulgdted 
in Porto Rico. Provincial and rl~~inicipal laws of a liberal 
character were pnssetl (1870). and slnrerhp was nbolished. 
'I'hertl \v;is, nlso, promulgatrd in tlie 1sl:tnd an (~ l~c to rn l  law 
which recognized the rote  of those who were able to  rend 
: ~ n d  writ(.. or wlio c.oiil(1 1):ty any contribution ~vlintever to  
the statc. prori~iciill or n~nnicipal treasiuries of the Tsland. 
The Island of Porto Rico tllns became organized, so far  as  
t o  her jrarticipation in the national sorereignty. as  nn equal 
of the other prorinc*es of Spain. She sent to  the Nlational 
C'ongress hr~r  representatives. wl~osc nnmbcr increased from 
c~levcn in lSC,S. to s i s l c ~ n  mcmhers of tlic Honse and fonr 
Senators a t  the last election, Marc11, 1898. The contribn- 
tion necessary to  he an elector was also changed from any 
sum to  $25 n year, and afterwards was decreased to $10 
and $5. 

K h e n  t l i ~  rcsioration of the Bonrboiis took place in Spain 
ilte Constitiition of 1876 was promulgated and extended to  
l 'orto Rico. TII 1SST t h ~  innjority of the members of the 
I,ibei.al p:u.ty fol.111ed the .\utonoinist 1);lrtj. Tts tenets 
were incoi.lzorat~e1 in the dccrclch cst;ll)lisliing stblf-govern- 
irlelit for t l ~ c  Tslnnd of Forto Rico. an(1 i l l  t l ~ e  decree es-  
tcnding t o  Porto Itico 1J1e rigllt of sutTrage to all male citi- 

. zens (Xovember 25. lS97). 
The main features of this law werc the establishment of 
n~rlin~nentc7ryalltoiioniic systtm. The I~lgislative power 

o tl!e insular matters mas vested in the insular chnm- 
I conjointly with the (+overnor-Crenc~al. The inslilar 

r.c~presentation consistctl of two bodies of equal powers- 
the insular Senate (cnlled Council of -4dminstration) and 
the Chamber of r(epr~smt:~tives. T11e Senate was similar 
to  the Spanish Senatc. .Ipart of it (seventeen of i ts  mem- 
hws) WCI*P appointed by t11e Govcvmor. acting for the Crown, 
and another part (eighteen) were elected. Among tlie qual- 
itications required by the law to be catitled t o  sit in the 
Council. one was to hare  been horn in the Island or to  liave 
had foiir rears' constant residence therein. and other re-
strictions cscl~ldecl from that  body persons not conversant 
with the needs, vnstorns, arid character of the  people. 



Tlrc~ Governor assnmerl :I donblt. clrilractrr. He  wils the 
rel)r.(.senti~tire of the  nntio11:ll governnrent r~nd tlie liead of 
the ndministriItion of the colony. .\cting in this last ca-
pacity no cxxecntive order of Iris was valid tlnless antliorized 
by :I Src.rt~ti~ry w11o was t o  ht~rrsponsiblcof llis ('itbi11t.t. 
for it hrfo1.c the loci11 1,cgislature. 

Tlie veto conferr.ed on Ilic C:overnor was li~nifcd as  fol- 
10~7sly the C'onstitntion: 

"\\'hent.ver, in tl l t  judynent of tlltl (+orernor-(:eneral, an 
act of tlitl insn1:rr. pill.lia~rrrnt gors beyond its Iro\vel.s or inl- 
pairs tlre rights of the. citizens as  set forth in -\rticle I of 
ttie ('onstitution, 01, c.nr.t:rils tlie gui~r.antees prescribed bp 
law for. tlre exercise o f  silid rights, or jeopardixrs t h e  intrr-
cst of the  colony or o f  tlrc lint ion. l ~ e  slinll forward the act 
to tlw ('on~lc.il of 3linistrrs of tile Iiingtlo~ii. ~vlricl~. 
witlriri n period t l r ~ t  sli:rll not esceed two ~riont l~s.slinll 
e i t h t ~asscllt to  i t  or retnrn it to  the (:ove~~l~or-(tcnc~ral wit11 
the  objections to i t s  sanction iand proclanlation. 'L'lie insn- 
lar ~ ~ ; ~ r l i a ~ ~ i e n t  niny, in view of tlie objections. re con side^. or 
modify tlrc net, if it deems fit, \vitlrout a special proposi- 
tion. 

'&Iftwo m o ~ i t l ~ s  shall c1nj)se witliont tlie Clcntrill Ciover11- 
merit giving any opinion :IS to the 1ne:lsure ;rgrclcd upon by 
t l r t ~( ' l ~ i~~r i l ) (~ r~s  t~c l  to it 1)y 111(~( ~ovt~r~~iolr-(illi(1 t~. i~nhn~it  + ~ > I I -

er;~l.  Ill(. 1irttc.1. sllnll si1nc.tion :111(1 proc'lai~rl t l i c ~si~luc~."* 

The veto wils, therefore. of n stlspensire n:~ture. and to 
1)ecolnc operative i t  nretlcvl tlie appraoval of the Sational 
Cabinet. This Cabi~ret, being a pnr1iament:ary government; 
was tacsponsible to the Satiorial Congress. I11 the Congress 
I'orto Iiico \vils rel~r(1selrt(~il, 113s l)eelr st;~ted. by sixteeil :IS 

Re~)rrsentatives and four 8eri:lIo1*s. with equal rights and 
privileges to  those of tlre otlier provinces, who were enabled 
by questions and interpellntio~ls to investigate tlie nclts of 
t he  Sationnl Cabinet, and to  cllixrge tlie responsibility for 
their acts t o  tlie lnenlbers of tlie Council of 3Sinisters of the 
I<ingdom. 

Tlit~ Island, wlricdli 1rild a greilter nrltonom? tlrn~r the con- 
tinc>ntnl prorinc.es of Spilin. t>specially in econol~iic niatters, 
reerivtvl wit11 the Constitntiou clstahlislring self-governme~rt 
tire power vcstetl in tlie insulilr pi~rliament by -\l'ticle 39 "to 

"Article ST,III of the "Constitr~tion Establishing Self-Govern-

mcllt in  t h e  I<lnntl.; of Cn1,:i and I'orto Rice"-tmn*lntiun. Diois-

ion o f  Inculnr Atinirs. War I ) e p ? r t u ~ r n t .\Vnshiucton. I ) .  C.. IN!+. 




frame the tariffs and fix tlie duties to be pixid on ~ncrcli;~u- 
dise, as  well a s  for its importation into the territory of the 
Island. as  for the esportation thereof." Ry this article tlie 
powe~.was given to l'orto Rico to t n s  tlie ~)roclucts of Spain. 

Such was. in i ts  fnndamentnl features, ille politici~l status 
of Porto Rico on tlie rnenlorahle day, October 18,1898, when 
Old Glory, symbolizing American institutions, was raised in 
Porto liiro; anti on that  solemn occasion, wlien that valiant 
soldier, l~onest  Inan, and hclo~-ed Governor, C:ene~al G u y  1'. 
Henry, before the clnthnsiastic Ilayor and citizens of Ponce 
declared that:  

"The forty-five Stntcs represented hy the stars einbla-
zoned in the blue field of tint tiag unite in rouchsafing to 
!-on prosperity and protection a s  citizens of the .\mcrican 
TTnion." 

The Porto I2ican ~)eol)le 11arc clearly nl~ilerstood that by 
its geogralrl~ic.i~l Islandj)osilion. :IS well as  by its 1iistoi.y. t 1 1 ~  
is. in fact. an integ~*alpart of the -1merican TTnion. For 
this reason the political parties of the Island inscribed in 
their ~.espectire platforms the unanimous aspiratin11 of the 
people to  hecome an organize(1 tc.n.itoq, wit11 the cc~~ta in ty  
of soon being admitted a s  a State of the .Zm~ricnn Union. 

The TTniteil States cannot fiilly lWl'f0l'lll the (Inties i ~ n -  
~'oscd npon it by t l l c .  Jloiiroe Doi4trinc. ;lny Inore than i t  can 
completely g ~ i a r ; ~ n t e t ~  ow11 snfcty, without Johnits what 
-%dams- termed i t s  "natni*nl appmidagc." The .kmerican flag 
can perl~aps h c  lowcred in t11c distant Philippines. I t  m ~ i s t  
bc n1iiinininc1d i l l  t l ~ c  ncigl~l~nr-ili=, 

..( 
Tslnnil. with the inslitll- 

tions of liberty and jnstire t ha t  i t  rcprcsents. 
: i l l A  ns n c.11i1nc.e. ant1 wt. ~vil l  1)1'o~e wrlo  nlliat o s i c~ l~ t  


arc :~h l (~  
to 1)cl.folLln onr ~,olitic.al dntics:" tllat is \ \ l~; i t  the 

Porto Ric.a11 pcoplc ask. They trust i l l  tlic spirit of justice 

and honor of the  peoplc represented by tbc generals of thi. 

army, as  ~ I i l e s  and Henry, wl~om they received with :i 


hearty welcome a~ the heralcls of the 1) r j~r i j~ les  
that for111 

the pride and g l o r ~  of every \ i i i r~*ica~i  en-
11(11.e. :111(1 in t 1 1 ~  

tire n-orld. of c w r y  man who 113s hecn ~ i ~ l l i f t ~ d  COTI-
t o  t h ~  

~cionsness of his civic linman dignity I)!- the proclamation 

nlade throi~gh the Declaratian of Tndrpenilence that man-

kind has reached its majority. 
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